
Town of Scituate, 
Rhode Island

Community Comprehensive 
Plan Update

Background

Scituate’s natural resources have played a defining role in the Town’s

development, settlement pattern, and character. Scituate enjoys a

variety of important natural features and resources, including high quality

Policies

1. Limit development impacts in environmentally sensitive and rural areas
and encourage infill development where possible to protect the Town’s
resources and character.

2. Work with Providence Water to protect the Scituate Reservoir as a surface
water resource for the State of Rhode Island.

3. Protect important undeveloped areas, in proximity to groundwater
aquifers and recharge areas, from excessive development.

4. Preserve and protect forest, farmlands, agricultural lands, and the overall
rural character of Scituate as essential elements of economic vitality,
quality of life, and the community.

5. Adopt and implement programs to protect natural resources and
conservation areas through acquisition, conservation easements, and
other measures.

6. Ensure that Town policies, programs, and ordinances support working
farm and forest viability (specifically forestland of statewide importance),
including an emphasis on the Farm, Forest, and Open Space program.

How to Get Involved!

Check out the Town Website! Scan the QR Code →
Attend Plan Commission Meetings every 3rd
Tuesday of the Month
Email Questions to Ashley Sweet @
sweet.ashley@wseinc.com

Goals
Preserve, conserve, and protect the valuable natural resources of
Scituate in order to promote ecological diversity, resilience, and rural
character, and acknowledge the value of these assets to individuals and
the community as a whole.

Protect the quality of the Scituate Reservoir by managing development
activities within the watershed to the extent feasible.

Respect and conserve the Town’s surface and groundwater water
resources for future use and benefit of the Town.

Ensure that current and future development has minimal adverse
impacts on natural resources, and that environmentally sensitive areas
are protected, especially regarding water supply and water quality.

Encourage agricultural and forestry activities as a component of land
development.

Actions

Consider instituting a “dark sky” or 
similar lighting ordinance that 
would minimize the intensity of 
outdoor lighting on natural 
resources. Consider assessing 
existing lighting throughout Town 
and determine where lighting 
impacts could be reduced, 
including Town owned buildings 
and properties.

Explore implementing 
performance standards within land 
use regulations that limit the site 
disturbances and alterations 
affecting critical natural resources 
in line with the Rhode Island Low 
Impact Development Site Planning 
and Design Guidance Manual and 
the Rhode Island Stormwater 
Design and Installations Standards 
Manual.

Consider implementing a local 
transfer of development rights 
program to preserve sensitive 
land and transfer development 
opportunities to more 
appropriate locations, 
determined by the community 
through a public process.

Create and administer a public 
education campaign on septic 
systems, alerting individuals to 
maintenance needs, and the 
possible warning signs and 
impacts related to failures, and 
promote participation in the 
Community Septic System Loan 
Program (CSSLP) to replace failing 
OWTSs.

Natural Resources

Explore opportunities, and work 
with the State, to implement best 
practices regarding road salting 
and salt storage to minimize 
impacts on surface and drinking 
water supplies.

Consider new, and improve upon 
existing, land use techniques 
that encourage the conservation 
of the Town’s farm and 
forestland including the 
purchase of development rights, 
promotion of the Farm, Forest, 
and Open Space program, 
innovative zoning techniques, 
and outright purchase.

http://www.scituateri.org/departments/building_o
fficial/town_of_scituate_comprehensive_plan.php

Review and update the land 
development regulations to 
require developers to retain 
existing trees and valuable 
forested areas where possible and 
to provide deciduous street trees 
in new developments and 
redevelopments.

agricultural lands and forests, but the

Scituate Reservoir dominates the

physical and natural environment, with

the watershed occupying approximately

85% of the Town. Natural resources in

Scituate play a role in recreation,

economic health, scenic value, natural

hazard mitigation, and overall rural

character and quality of life for

residents. Therefore, natural resource

management and protection are critical

components of this Comprehensive Plan

and Scituate’s future.

Disclaimer: policies, goals, and actions are in draft form and subject to further review and approval by the Town of Scituate

Figure 7-1. Scituate Reservoir Watershed

Continue strong enforcement 
of the Soil Erosion and 
Sediment Control Ordinance 
and review and revise as 
necessary.


